
file_0.jpg






Anniversary Celebration of Emerging Communities Resource Centre
Lakemba Senior Citizens Centre Hall Saturday 14 November 2015
3pm-5.30pm

Points for a Mayoral Speech

Acknowledgements:
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  The traditional owners of this land, the Bediagal people of Dharug nation
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 Community leaders and community members

Key points:
It is my pleasure to be here today to welcome you to this event.


The City of Canterbury is proud of its community, with over half of our population born overseas, coming from over 150 different countries.

The City of Canterbury also aims to foster a harmonious and cooperative community, built on the values of mutual respect, understanding, acceptance and trust.
Page 2

2

Today’s event is a demonstration of our commitment to these important values which were adopted by Council on the recommendation of our Multicultural Advisory Committee in the year 2013.

Through this event Council and the Multicultural Advisory Committee would like to mark the fourth Anniversary of the Emerging Communities Resource Centre.

I think it’s fair to say we have come a long way and we have done an incredible amount in four years. In fact I think that we have come further than most would have believed possible four years ago.

I want to take this opportunity to clearly explain why we established the Emerging Communities Resource Centre.

Four years ago leaders of small and emerging communities and local community workers made it very clear to us that there was a shortage of office accommodation and meeting space for unfunded emerging groups and associations in the City of Canterbury.

Council was told that what was needed was a community space in the Lakemba area where unfunded emerging and refugee groups could come together under one umbrella and access basic office facilities free of charge which would help them in the initial development stage.

Using that advice our Multicultural Advisory Committee recommended to Council that we establish an Emerging Communities Resource Centre in one of the rooms in the Lakemba Library building.
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What followed were consultations meetings with interested stakeholders, an open expression of interest process, three year license agreements being signed with 5 licensees comprising 11 emerging groups and the formation of an ECRC steering committee.

The amenities of the room downstairs were also up-graded with a new kitchenette and internet connection, and later on an interview room and new air conditioning were added to the room.

Canterbury Community Hub, one of the licensees, donated computers and a fax/scanner machine to the Centre which they purchased with funding from NSW ClubGRANTS and the Riverwood Community Centre donated a photocopying machine for a new facility.

Later on a brand new smart board was purchased by the Canterbury Community Hub and up-dated computers and a modern colour photocopier were acquired through a budget allocation of the Multicultural Advisory Committee.

All this collective resource sharing and regular communication between the groups, facilitated by Council, has contributed to the successful implementation of diverse capacity building programs from the Centre some of which were developed and co-ordinated by Council and some by our community partners.

Currently there are 15 small and emerging community groups which use the facilities of the Emerging Communities Resource Centre on a regular basis seven days per week.

Shortly we will hear from some of these emerging groups about their
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successes and the benefits of their work for their communities and the community of Canterbury.

But before we get into the presentations, I’d like to congratulate the Canterbury Multicultural Advisory Committee on their initiative to acknowledge our emerging communities through this project.

I also congratulate our community partners, including our licensees, on their advocacy efforts and on bringing their issues to our attention four years ago.

Further, I’d like to thank our supporters such as the Hon Tony Burke MP, Member for Watson, for his advocacy in support of the ECRC and to Metro Assist, the former Migrant Resource Centre, for allocating their workers’ time to work with and support some of the ECRC groups and for arranging exciting courses and training sessions at the Centre.

It is hoped that this Emerging Communities Resource Centre will continue to flourish and that other levels of Government will follow our initiative with more community capacity building funding for this facility.

We are proud to sponsor this event and on behalf of Council and our Multicultural Advisory Committee, I’d like to thank you all for coming and wish you an enjoyable afternoon.

What is expected of The Mayor :
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  Presentation of certificates to Tony Burke MP and Metro Assist Presentation of plaques to Cr Karl Saleh and Sr Kalo Sikimeti

